What Drives your Life?                                                                            
“The man without a purpose is like a ship without a rudder – waif, a nothing, a no man.” Thomas Carlyle

An engine pulls or pushes a train or a bus.  A cart is driven by bullocks or horses. But what drives a man? What drives him out of bed in the cold January mornings? What drives him out into the scorching sun, into the burning furnace of summer days? What drives a man in his life? 

Most dictionaries define the verb ‘drive’ as “to guide”, to control or to direct. If you are driving a car you are directing it at that moment. What is the driving force of your life? 

There are hundreds of circumstances, values, and emotions that can drive your life. Here are five of the most common ones:

1. Being driven by guilt.

2. Being driven by resentment and anger.

3. Being driven by fear. 

4. Being driven by materialism. 

5. Being driven by the need for approval.

1. Being driven by guilt: Guilt driven people are manipulated by memories. They allow their past to control their present and future. We are products of our past, but we don’t have to be prisoners of it. God’s purpose is not limited by our past. 
2. Being driven by resentment and anger:  They hold on to hurts and never get over them. Instead of releasing their pain through forgiveness, they rehearse it over and over in their minds. Some internalize their anger and others blow up and explode it onto others. Both responses are unhealthy and unhelpful.  Resentment always hurts you more that it does the person you resent. Those who have hurt you in the past cannot continue to hurt you now unless you hold on to the pain through resentment.

3. Being driven by fear: Their fears may be a result of a traumatic experience, unrealistic expectations, growing up in a high-control home. Regardless of the cause, fear- driven people often miss great opportunities because they are afraid to venture out. Instead they play it safe, avoiding risks and trying to maintain the status quo. Fear is a self-imposed prison that will keep you from becoming what God intends for you to be. You must move against it with the weapons of faith and love. 
4. Being driven by materialism: Here the desire to acquire becomes the whole goal of life. It is a myth that if I get more, I will be more important. Self-worth and net worth are not the same. Your value is not determined by your valuables, and God says the most valuable things in life are not things! The most common myth about money is that having more will make me more secure. It won’t. Wealth can be lost instantly through a variety of uncontrollable factors. Real security can only be found in that which can never be taken from you – your relationship with God. 
5. Being driven by Need for approval: It is to allow the expectations of parents, spouses, children, teachers or friends to control their lives. Those who follow the crowd usually get lost in it. One cannot pin point the sure keys to success. But one sure key to failure is to try to please everyone. Being controlled by the opinions of others is s guaranteed way to miss God’s purposes for your life. There are other forces that can drive your life but all lead to the same end: unused potential, unnecessary stress, and an unfulfilled life. 
Nothing matters more than knowing God’s purposes for your life, and nothing can compensate for not knowing them –not success, wealth, fame, or pleasure. Without a purpose, life is motion without meaning, activity without direction, and events without reason. Without a purpose, life is trivial, petty, and pointless.

The benefits of Purpose-driven living

There are five great benefits of living a purpose-driven life: 

1. Knowing your purpose gives meaning to your life.

2. Knowing your purpose simplifies your life.

3. Knowing your purpose focuses your life.

4. Knowing your purpose motivates your life.
5. Knowing your purpose prepares you for eternity. 

1. Knowing your Purpose gives meaning to your life: We were made to have meaning. When life has meaning, you can bear almost anything; without it, nothing is bearable. Without God life has no purpose, and without purpose, life has no meaning. Without meaning life has no significance or hope. The greatest tragedy is not death, but life without purpose. Hope is essential to your life as air and water. Hope comes from having a purpose. 

2. Knowing your purpose simplifies your life:  Your purpose becomes the standard you use to evaluate which activities are essential and which aren’t. Without a clear purpose you have no foundation on which you can base decisions, allocate your time, and use your resources, pressures, and your mood at that moment. People who don’t know their purpose try to do too much – and that causes stress, fatigue, and conflict. Purpose – driven living leads to a simpler lifestyle. The Bible says, “A pretentious, showy life is an empty life; a plain and simpler life is a full life.”
3. Knowing your purpose focuses your life: It concentrates your effort and energy on what’s important. You become effective by being selective. Without a clear purpose, you will keep changing direction, jobs, relationships, hoping each change will settle the confusion or fill the emptiness in your heart. The power of focusing can be seen in light. Diffused light has little power or impact, by you can concentrate its energy by focusing it. With a magnifying glass, the rays of the sun can be focused to set grass or paper on fire. The men and women who have made the greatest difference in history were the most focused. If you want your life to have impact, focus it! Do less. Prune away even good activities and do only that which matters most.
4. Knowing your purpose motivates your life: Purpose always produces passion. Nothing energizes like a clear purpose. On the other hand, passion dissipates when you lack a purpose. It is usually meaningless work, not overwork that wears us down, saps our strength, and robs our joy. 
5. Knowing your purpose prepared you for eternity:  Many people spend their lives trying to create a lasting legacy on earth. They want to be remembered when they’re gone. Yet, what ultimately matters most will not be what others say about your life but what God says. Living to create an earthly legacy is a short-sighted goal. A wiser use of time is to build an eternal legacy. You weren’t put on earth to be remembered. You were put here to prepare for eternity. One day you will stand before God, and he will do an audit for your life, a final exam, before you enter eternity. On the examination day God will ask, “What did you do with what I gave you?” What did you do with your life – all the gifts, talents, opportunities, energy, relationships and resources God gave you? Did you spend them on yourself, or did you use them for the purpose God made you for? 

